
        
            
                
            
        

    








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































index-63_1.png
When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside +o
see if anyone had showed vp. And sure enough,
there were about Aweny neighborhood kids waiting
in line ovtside Rew|=7'5 basement.

Now, T know our flyers said admission was fifty
cents, but T could see that we had a chance to
make a killing here.

So T old the kids +hat admission was 4wo bucks,
and the ‘?Hy»(:vﬁ Hhing was just a Hypo

The first kid to cough vp his 4wo bucks was
Shane Srella. He paid s money and we let him
inside, and me and Rowley ook our ositions in

the Hall of Screams.
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T adrit maybe we stretched the 4ruth o little
in our advertisement, but we had to make sure
people actually showed vp.

HAUNTED
GUQ@SE

wn‘H l.lvl

32 SURREY STREET
ADMISSION : 50¢
3:00pm

the time we finished putting the flyers vp
around the neighborhood and got back to
Rowley's basement, it was already 2:30, and we
hadnt even started putting the actual haunted
house together yet.

So we had o cut some corners from our

original plan.
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But Rowley's dad wasn't really in a helpfol mood.

Rowley's dad wanted +o know what we were
doing, and why Shane Snella was crled vp under
Hhe bed.

We old him that the basement was a haunted
house, and +hat Shane Snella actually PAID
for us 1o do this to him. But Row¥e7'5 dad didn't

believe us.

T admit that if Yoo looked around, it didnt
really look like a haunted house. All we had time
o put together was the Hall of Screams and +he
Lake of Blood, which was just Rowh}/'s old
baby pool with half a bottle of ketchup in it.
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The Hall of Screams was bnsmn”y a bed with me
and Rowley on either side of it.

T guess maybe we made the Hall of Screams o
little too scary, because }.u\h«y Hhrough, Shane
corled up in a ball underneath the bed. We tried
4o get him to crawl out from under there, but
he wouldn't budge.

T started thinking about all the money we were
losing with #his kid dogging up he Hall of Sereans,
and T knew we had 4o get him out of there, quick.

Evmmuy, Rowle/s dad came downstairs. At
first T was happy o see him, because T Hhought
he coud help us drag Shane ovt from under the
bed and get our haunted house cranking again.
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But the worst part was this area called Chainsaw
Alley. There was 4his big guy in a hockey mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick +old me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasn't
taking any chances.

RR\'?\RRRRRRRRRR.I

Right when it looked like the chainsaw guy
was going to catch us, Mom stepped in and
bailed us out.
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Here was our final plan:

ALL OF

LAKE OF
SCREAMS BLOOD
N 3

KNIFE ’ Eing
AUEY,
-
—
- %
5
Wy b
HALL

T don't mean 1o brag or anything, but what
we came up with was WAY beitter than the
Crossland High School haunvted house.

We realized we were gonna need o get the word
out that we were doing this thing, so we got
some.paper and made up a bunch of fyers.
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Mor made the chainsaw guy show us where the
exit was, and that was the end of our haunted
house experience right there. T guess it was a
litHle embarrassing when Mom did that, but Tm
willing o let it go this one time.

Saturda

The Crossland haurted house really got me thinking.
Those guys were chargng five bucks a pop, and
the line stretched halfway around the school.

T decided o make a haunted house of my own.
Actually, T had +o bring Rouley in on the ded!,
because Mom wouldn't let me convert our first
floor into a full-out haunted mansion.

T knew Rowley's dad wouldn't be crazy about the
idea, either, so we decided 4o buld the haunted
house in his basement and just not mention it to
Nis parents.

Me and Rawh)/ spent most of the day coming vp

with an awesome plan for our haunted house.
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T +ried vot 4o let it bother me oo much, though.
T never been allowed o go o the Crossland
haunted house before, and T wasn't going o let
Rowley run it for me. Rodrick has told me all
about i, and The been looking forward 4o +his
for about hree years.

Anyway, when we got to the entrance, T
started having second thoughts about going in.

But Mo seemed like she was in a hurry +o get 4his
over with, and she moved us along. Once we were
through the gate, it was one scare after another.
There were vampires jumping ovt st you and people
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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T ot sure Dad really understands the concept
of Halloween. But T'm not gonna be the one who
spols his on.

TRICK OR
TREA

sl
Tonight was the opening night of the Crossland
High School haunted house, and T got Mom 4o
agree 4o take me and Rowley.

R.M:}/ showed vp at ny house wearing his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T told him 4o just wear regular clothes, but of
course he didn't listen.
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T +old Dad that T was running for student
government, and he seemed pretty excited. T+
+umns out he ran for student government when
he wes my age, and he actually won.

Dad dug through some old boxes in the basement
and found one of his campaign posters.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

VOTE

Fronk Heflley
secRETARY

T thought +he poster idea was prety good, so
T asked Dad o drive me 1o the store +o get
some supplies. T loaded up on poster board and
markers, and T spent the rest of +he night
raking all my campaign stuff. So let's just hope
these posters work.
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And even better ...

Nobod7/ ever thinks about running for Treasurer,
because all anyane ever cares about are the big-
ticket positions like President and Vice President.
So T figure if T sign up tomorrow, the
Treasurer job is pretty much mine for the taking.

rida

Today, T went and put my name on the list +o

run for Treasurer. Unfortunately, +his kid named
Marty Porter is running for Treasurer, 400, and
he's real brany at math. So this might not be as
easy as T +hought.
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T started hanging my posters up as soon as T
got in. But they were only up for sbout three
minutes before Vice Principal Roy spotted them.

R
6? o

Mr. said you weren't allowed o write
“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
+old Mr. Ro, that the thing about the head lice
was true, and how it practically closed down the
whole schaol when it happened.

But he took down ell my posters anyway. So today,
Marty Porter was going around handing out lllipops
o buy Kimself votes whie my posters were siting «t
the bottom of Mr. Roy's rash can. T guess +his
means ry politca career s offially over.
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Monday

T brovght my posters in 4o school MY’ and T

have to sy +}.=7 came out pretty good.

Do You Want
MARTY PORTER

o be your

TREASURER?

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL
> OUR MONEY, | ¥
17 YOU FOOLY

Marty Porter had head lice?

ITCH
ITCH

Do you relly warrt him
touching YOZ'R meney?

Remember in second grade how |
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Rodrick’s punishment was that he had to answer
a bunch of questions Mom wrote out for him.
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ursday

At school today, they announced that student
government elections are coming vp. To be honest
with you, Te never had any interest in student
government. But when T started thinking about
it, T redized getting elected Treasurer could
TOTALLY change my situation at school.

WE_CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE

SAME
NERDS IN THE BAND'
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Wednesda

Tim still grounded from playing video games, so
Manny has been using rmy system. Mom went aut and
bought a whole bunch of educational video games,
and watching Manny play them is like torture.

The good news is that T finally figured ovt how
to get some of my games past Rowley's dad. T
Just put ane of my discs in Manny's “Discovering
the Alphabet” case, and that's all it +akes.
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OCTOBER
Monday
Well, it's finally October, and there are onls
mr s left until Halloween. Halloween is
FAVC(RITE Boliday, even though Mon says
17 getting too old n go trick-or-treating

anyrore.

Halloween is Dad's favorite holiday, o0, but for
a different reason. On Halloween night, while
all the other parents are handing ovt candy,
Dad is hiding in the bushes with a big m\s{
can full of water.

And if any tesnagers oss by our driveway, he
drenches then.
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Monday

This video game ban is a whole lot +ougher than
T thought it would be. But at least T'm not the
only one in the [nnl)/ who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some hot water with Mom right now,
o0, Manny got ahold of one of Rodrick's \xenV
metal magazines, and one of +he pages had a
picture of a woman in a bikini lying across the
hood of a car. And then Manny brought it into
day care for show-and-tell.

Ah)lwn)l, T don't think Mom was 400 happy about
getting that phone call.

T saw the magazine myself, and it honestly wasn't
“"7““"‘8 o get worked up over. But Mom doesn’t
allow that kind of stuff in the house.
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rida

Well, now The gone and done it.

Last night, after everyone was in bed, T snck
downstairs 1o listen to Rodrick’s CD on the
stereo in the famly room.

T put Rodrick's new headphones on and cranked
op Hhe volure REALLY high. Then T hit “play.”

YRLE

B

First, let me just say T can defintely understand
why they put Hm “Parental Wnrmh& sticker
on the

Bt T only got +o hear about ﬁ\.ﬁy seconds of
he first song before T got interrupted.
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But T think she had the wrong idea about what
we were doing back there. She started telling us
how rock and roll is “evil” and how it’s going to
ruin our brains.

T was going fo tell her that there weren’t even
any bateries in +he CD player, bt T coud Hell she
didn't want 4o be interrupted. So T just waited
ntl she was done, and then T said, “Yes, ma'am.”

But right when Mrs. Craig was about o let us
g0 Rawle{ started blubbering about how he doesn’t

want rock and roll 4o ruin his “brains.”

R

Honestly, sometines T don't know sbout that boy.
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Whenever Dad says “friend” that way, you know
joure in trouble. The first time Dad ever said
“friend” like that 1o me, T didnt get that he was
being sarcastic. So T kind of et my guard down.

T don't make that mistake anymore.

Tonight, Dad yelled at me for about ten mnutes,
and then T guess he decded hed rather be in bed
than standing in my toom in Kis underwear. He
told me T was grounded from playing video games
for two weeks, which is about what T expected.
T guess T should be glad that's all he did.

The good thing about Dad is that when he gets
mad, he cools off real quick, and then it's over.
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T4 tums ovt T didnt have the headphones plugged
into the stereo. So the music was actually comng
through the SPEAKERS, not the headghores.

Dad marched me up 4o my room and shut the
door behind him, and then he said—
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That really bugged Rodrick, so he drove off +o
the store and came back fifteen minutes later
with some headphones. And that pretty much
ook care of the problem.

ursday
Yesterday Rodrick got a new heavy metdl CD,
and it had one of those “Parental Warning"
stickers on it.

T have never gotten 4o listen o one of those
Parental Waming CDs, because Mom and Dad never
let me buy them at +he mll. So T realzed the only
way T was gonna get a chance o listen o
Rodrick’s CD was if T snuck it out of the house.

This morming, after Rodrick left, T cdled up Rowley
and told him 4o bring his CD player to school.
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The winner was whoever could shake the headphones
off in the shortest amount of time.

T had +he record with seven and a half seconds,
but T think T might have shook some of my
fllings loose with that one.

Right in the middle of our game, Mrs. Craig came
around the corner and caught us red-handed. She
ook the music player away from me and started
chewing us out.
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Then T went down 4o Rodrick’s room and took
the CD off his rack.

JE3)

S

Youre not allowed o bring personal music players
o school, so we had to wait 4o use it until after
lunch when the feachers let us outside. As soon
a5 we got he chance, me and Rowley smck
around the back of the school and loaded vp
Rodrick’s CD.

But Rowley forgot 4o put batteries in his CD
player, so it was prety much worthless.

Then T came vp with +his great idea for a game.
The ebject was 4o put the headghanes on your
head and then 4ry 4o shake them of without
vsing your hands.
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That means T have to go to a two-hour practice
every day just so T can say one stupid word.

Tim starting +o think Rodney James got a better
deal as the Shrub. He found o way to sneak a
Video game into his costume, and T'll bet that
really makes the time go by.

BEER
sO0R
BEER
BOOR

So now Tm 4rying 4o think of ways to get Mrs.
Norton to kick me ovt of +he play. But when
you only have one word 4o say, s really hard 4o
mess up your lines.
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T should probably feel lucky that T got
speaking part at ll. They had +oo many kids
rying out, and not enough roles, so they had
o start making vp characters.

Rodney James tried out to be +he Tin Man, bt
he got stuck with being the Shrub.

BN AN

rida

Remerber how T said T was lucky 4o get a

speaking part? Well, m{a, T foond ot T only

have one line in the whole play. T s,{ it when

Dorothy picks an agple off y branch.
0
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DECEMBER
ursda,
The Play is anly a couple of va away, and T
have o idea how were going to pull this thing off.

First of all, mba&y has bothered 4o learn their
lines, and that's all Mrs. Norton's fad+.

During rehearsl, Mrs. Norton whispers everyone's
lines o them from the side of the stage.

I GET THAT.
YOURE PRETTY!

>

T wonder how its going to go next Toesday
when Mrs. Norton is siting at her piano hirty
feet away.
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And whie youre waiting, you do ll these mice
hings 4o 4ry 4o get off easier.

But then after a few days, right when YOU
forget youre in drovble, that's when she lays it
on you.

4o





index-10_1.png
Let me just say for the record that T think
riddle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who haven't hit their
growth spurt yet rixed in with these gorillas who
need fo shave wice a day.

And then hey wonder why bllying is such a big

problen in riddie schoo.

TH it was up 1o me, grade levels would be based
on height, not age. But then again, T guess
Hhat would mean kids like Chirag Gupta would
still be in the first grade.
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Usally, if you mess up in front of Dad, he just
Hhrows whatever he's got in his hands at you.

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different style when it

comes o punishment. Tf you mess up and Mom

catches you, the first thing she does is to take
o few days 4o figure out what your punishment

should be.
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So today we spent an hour learning the worst
song that's ever been written.

Thank God Rodrick won't be in the avdience 4o
see me humiliate mxstl(. Mrs. Norton said +he
play is going 4o be « “semifornal occasion,” and
T know there’s no way Rodrick is going o wear
a tie for a riddle school play.

But today wasn't all bad. Toward the end of
practice, Archie Kelly Aripped over Radhr?/ James
and chipped his tooth because he couldn’t stick
Nis arms ovt 4o break his fall.
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Another +hing Hhat's screwing everything vp is
that Mrs. Norton keeps adding new scenes and
new characters.

Yesterday, she brovght in this first-grader +o
play Dorothy's dag, Toto. But today, he kid's
mom came in and said she wanted her chid o
walk around on two legs, because crawling around
on all fours would be oo “degrading.”

{r

So how wee got a dog that's gonna be walking
around on his hind legs for the whole show.

But he worst change is that Mes. Norton actually
wrote a song that us TREES have 4o sing.
She said everyone “deserves” a chance 4o sing

in the play.
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Every time Dad kicks me out of +he house +o do
something sporty, T just go vp 4o Rowley's and
play my video games there.

Unfortunately, the only games T can play ot
Rowley's are car-racing games and stuff lke that.

Because whenever T bring a game up o Rowley's
house, his dad looks it up on some parents’ Web
site. And if my game has ANY kind of fighting
or Violence in it, he won't let us play-

T'n getting a little sick of playing Formula One
Racing with Rowley, because he's not a seriovs
gamer ke me. All 4het you have 4o do 4o beat
Rawlgy is name your car something ridiculous at

the beginning of the game.
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Ded is a pretty smart guy in generdl bot when
i+ comes o common sense, sometimes T wonder

about him.

Tim sure Dad woud dismantle my game system
i he could figure out how to do it. But luckily,
the people who make these things make them
parent-proof.
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But ny 4rick kind of backfired, because as soon
as Mom saw me, she made me go upstairs and
take o shower.

Wednesdas

T guess Dad must have been pretty happy with
Rinself for naking me go avtside yesterday,
because he did it agein todey.

THs getting really annoying 4o have o go up to

Rouley's every time T want o play o video game.
There's this weird kid named Fregley who lves
h&\‘wu)/ between ny house and Rowle/s, and
Fregley is always hanging out in his front yard.
So i¥'s pretty hard to avod him.
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And then when you pass Rowley's car, he just
falls 4o pieces.

BAD
FART

Anyway, after T got done mopping the floor
WHC Rouley today, T headed home. T ran
Hhrough the hmg(bors sprinkler a couple times to
make it look like T was all sweaty, and that
seemed 1o do the Hrick for Dad.
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esda
T dont know if T mentioned this before, but T
am SUPER good at video games. Tl bet T
could beat anyone in my grade head-to-head.

Unfortunately, Dad does not exactly appreciate
my skills. Hes always getting on me about going
out and doing something “active.”

So tonight after dinner when Dad started
hassling me about going outside, T ried +o
explain how with video games, you can play sports
like football and soccer, and yov don't even get all
hot and sweaty.

But as usual, Ded ddt see my logic
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Mom rakes e help Manny get ready for school in
the morning. After T make Manny s breakfast,
he carries Nis cereal bowl into the famly room and

sits on his plastic potty.

And when i#'s time for him 4o go o day care, he
gets up and dumps whatever he didn't eat right in
Hhe tollet. ooMe

Mo is always getting on me about not finishing
my breakfast. But if she had to scrape com
flakes out of the bottom of a plastic potty
every rarning, she wouldn have ruch of an
appetite either.
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Rodrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T can't
stand being home when they're having rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Diaper,” only i#'s
speled "Loded Diger” on Rodrick’s van.

You might think he spelled it that way +o make it
look cocler, but T bet if you old Rodrick how
“Loaded Diaper” is r:al\r spelled, it would be news
4o him.

Dad was against the idea of Rodrick starting a
band, but Mom was all for it.

She's the one who bought Rodrick his first

drum set.
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Fregley is in my Phys Ed class at school, and he
has +his whole made-up language. Like when he
needs 4o go o the buthroom, he says—

)
Us kids have pretty ruch figured Fregley ovt
vow, bot T P AN A mx!l’;

caught on yet.

Today, T probobly would have gone up 4o Rawley’s
on my owh anyway, because my brother Rodrick
and his band were practicing down in the basement.

2
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T think Mom has his idea that were all going
o learn 4o play instruments and then become one
of Hhose famly bands like you see on TV.

Dad really hates heavy metal, and that's the
kind of rusic Rodrick and s band play. T don't
Ahink Mom really cares what Rodrick plays or listens
4o, because 4o her, all music is the same. Tn
fact, earlier today, Rodrick was listening to one
of his CDs in the family room, and Mom came in
and started dancing.

3
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After Rowley got off +he bench press, it was
time for my set. But Rowley said he didn't feel
like working out anymore, and he went home.

You know, T figured hed pull something like +hat.
But T guess you can't expect everyone to have
the same km] of dedication as you.

Wednesda,

Today in Geagraphy we had a quz, and T have
o say, Te been looking forward +o +his one for
a long time.

The quiz was on state capitals, and T sit in
the back of the room, right next o this giant
map of the United States. All the capitals are
written in big red print, so T knew T had this
one in the bag.
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wrsdas
Toright Mom came vp to my room, and she had a
fiyer in her hand. As soon as T saw it, T knew
EXACTLY what it was.

Tt was an announcement that the school is having

outs for a winer play. Man, T shoud have
hrown that thing out when T saw it on the
kitchen table.

T BEGGED her not +o make me sign vp. Those
school plays are annZs rusicals, and the last
thing T need is o have to sing a solo in front
of the whole school.

But dll my begging seemed o do was make Mom
more sure T should do it.

a5
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But right before the fest got started, Patty
Farrell piped vp from the front of the room.

ER

ol& Mr. Tra that he should cover vp the
Uvmd States map before we got started.

So thanks to Patty, T ended vp flunking the
quiz- And T will definitely be looking for a way
Ho pay her back for that one.
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Thve never even seen the movie, so for me, it
was like walking into a freak show.

Mrs. Norton, the rusic director, made everyone
sing "My Country “Tis of Thee" 5o she could hear
our singhg Vaies. T did my singng ryouts with
a bunch of other boys whose moms made them
come, too. T tried 4o sing as quietly as possible,
but of course T got singled ot anyway.
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Mo said +he only way T was going +o be
“well-rounded” was by 4rying different Hhings.

Dad came in my room o see what was going on.
T +old Dad :K’u Mom was making me sign up for
the school play, and that if T had 4o start
going o play practices, it would Hotally mess vp
my weight-lifting schedule.

T knew that would make Dad 4ake my side. Dad
and Mom argued for a few mnutes, but Dad was

o match for Mom.

So that means tomorrow Tve got to avdition
for the school play.

rida
The play ﬂ\e)/’rc doing this year is “The Wizard
of 02."'A lot of kids came wearing costumes for
the parts they were trying out for.

%
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Monday

T was hoping Mrs. Norton would just cut me from
the play, but today she said that everyone who
ried aut is going fo get a part. So lucky me.

Mrs. Norton showed “The Wizard of Oz" movie
5o everyone would know the story. T was trying
o figure ovt what part T should play, but
prety much every character has 4o sing or dance
at one point or another. But about halfwa
through the movie, T figured ovt what part T
wanted to sign uvp for. Tm going o sign vp to
be a Tree, because 1) Hhey dan't have to sing
and 2) they get to bean Dorothy with apples.

L]
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T have no idea what a “soprano” is, but from
he way some of #he girls were giggling, T knew
it wasnt a good thing.

Teyouts went on forever. The grand findle came
with auditions for Damhy, who T guess is the
lead character in the Play-

T thought about 4rying ot for the part of the
Witch, becavse T heard that in the play, the
Witch does dll sorts of mean things 4o Dorothy.

But then somebody 4old me there’s a Good Witch
and a Bad Witch, and with my luck, T4 end vp
getting picked o be the 303 one.

At
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Getting o peg Patty Farrell with apples in
front of a live audience would be my dream come
rve. T may actually have o thank Mom for
making me do 4his play once i¥'s all over.

After the movie ended, T signed vp o be a Tree.
Unfortunately, a bunch of other guys had the
same idea as me, so T guess there are a lot of

gty5 who have a bone o pck with Patty Farvel.

Wednesda,
Well, like Mom alwqy; says, be careful what you
wish for. T got picked 1o be a Tree, but

don't know if that's such a good thing. The
Tree costumes don’t actually have arm holes, so
T guess that rules out any apple-throwing.

a QAW Sty
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Actually, T'm kind of glad my glan 4o get put
in the Easy graup didn work.

T saw o couple of the "Bink Says Boo” kids
holding their baoks pside down, and T don't
Hhink they were joking.

Saturda
Well, the first week of school is finally over, so
today T slept in.

Most kids wake up early on Saturday to watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The only reason
T get ot of bed at all on weekends is becavse
evervtually, T can't stand +he faste of my own
breath anyrore.

SMAck
SMACK

=
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But if there's one thing T learned from Rodrick,
#5 Ho set people’s expectations real low so you
end up surprising them by practically doing
nothing at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF

THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.
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We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
the end of the day, and Rowley came up 4o me

and said—
WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND
PLAAYYY

Ao

8

T have told Rowley at least a billon +imes that
row that were in riddle school, youre supposed

o say "hang out,” not “play.” But no matter
Row many noogies T give him, he always forgets
the next time.

Thve been trying 4o be a lot more careful abovt

my image ever since T got 4o middle school. But
having Rowley around is definitely not helping.

18
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Uh{arﬂhuﬂl], Dad wakes vp ot 6:00 in the
morming no matter WHAT Jn7 of the week it
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am trying 4o enjoy my Saturday like

a normal person.

T didn't have anything 4o do today so T just
headed vp o Rowley’s house.

Rowley is technically my best friend, but +hat is
definitely subject 4o change.

The been avoiding Rouley since the first day of
school, when he did something that really

annoyed me.
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T'll be famous one Juy. but for now T'm stuck
in middle school with a bunch of morons.

_MORONS

Just don't expect me o be all
+his and “Dear Diary" that.

UMMM i
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Because imagine if all yov got on Christmas was

a wool sweater.

T sure our Giving Tree guy il Hhrow his sweater
in the 4rash, dlong with #he fen cans of yams we
sent his way during the Thanksging Food Drive.

Christras

When T woke vp his morming and went downstairs,
there were about a mllion gifts under the Christmas
tree. But when T started digging around, there
were hardly any gifts with rmy name on them.
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That's how T ended up in the emergency room
+wo weeks later with a pink Barbie shoe stuck uvp

nose. And believe me, Rodrick has never let
me hear the end of THAT.

ursda
Tonight me and Mom went out 4o get a gift for
the Giving Tree at church. The Giving Tree is
basically a Secret Santa kind of thing where you
get a gift for someone who is heedy.

Mo picked out a red wool sweater for our
Giving Tree guy-

T ried 4o talk Mom into getting something a
lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or
something like that.

ug
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T gave Manny 4oy heliopter and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me a book, too, but of course he didn’t wrap
The book he got me was “Best of L'l Cutie.”
"Ll Cutie” is the worst comic in the newspaper,
and Rodrick knows how much T hate it. T +hink
his is +he fourth year in o row The gotten a
“Lil Cutie” book from him.

T gave Mom and Dad their gifts. T get them
the same kind of thing every year, but parents

eat that stuff up.
ﬂ
& @
o
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But Manny made out lke a bandit. He got EVERY
single thing he circled in the catalog, no lie. So
T bet he's glad he didn't listen to me.

T did find  covple things with my name on
#hem, but they were mostly books and socks and
stuff lke that.

T opened my gifts in the comer behind the
couch, because T don't like opening gifts near
Dad. Whenever someane opens a gift, Dad swoops
right i and cleans up after them.

U3y
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The rest of the relatives started showing vp
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Undle Charlie broughvt a big trash bag full of
gifts, and he pulled my present aut of the +op

of #he bag,

The package was the exact right size and shape
o be a Twisted Wizard game, so T knew Undle
Charlie came through for me. Mom got the camera
ready and T Hore open my gift.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
1S BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE IT'S A
SIGN OF "LOW INTELLIGENCE™?

Mﬁ

20
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Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to m
right, but luckiy T stopped that from happening
at the last second.

Next period, T should just sit in the middle of &
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess if T do that, it just proves
T didn't learn anything from last year.
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T et Rowley o few years ago when he roved
into my neighborhood.

His mom bought him +his book called “How +o
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came +o
my house rying all Hhese dumb girmicks.

T guess T kind of felt sorry for Rowley, and T
decided to take him under my wing.

T#5 been great having him around, mostly because
T get to use all the dricks Rodrick pulls on ME.
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T went vp 4o my room 4o take a break for o
while. A couple minvtes later, Dad knocked on my
door. He told me he had my gift for me ovt in
he garage, and the reason it was out there was
because it was too big to wrap.

And when T walked down to the garage, there
was a brand-new weight set.
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But the thing that bugs me the most about
Manny is the nickname he has for me. When he
was a baby, he couldn’t pronounce “brother,”
5o he started calling me “Bubby.” And he
STILL calls me that now, even +hough T keep
#rying o get Mom and Dad 4o make him stop.

Luckily none of my friends have found ovt yet,
but believe me, T have had some really close calls.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GREC
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But it was just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charfie.

T guess T didn't do o good job of hiding ny
disappointment, and Mom got mad. All T can say
is, Tm glad T'm still a kid, becavse if T had

o act happy about the kinds of gifts grown-ups
get, T dont think T could pull it off.
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Monda
You know how T sad T play all sorts of pranks
on Rowlcy? Well, T have a little brother named
Mariy, and T could NEVER get away with
pulling any of that stuff on him.

Mon and Dad protect Manny like he's a prince o
something. And he never gets in rouble, even if
he really deserves it.

Yﬁhrduy, Manny drew a self-portrait on m(
bedroom door in permanent marker. T thought
Mor and Dad were really going 4o let him have
i, but as usual, T was wrong.

2
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T just thought it would be a really awesome fort
for my toy soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list that year,
they got in a big fight over it. Dad said here was
no way he was getting me a dollhouse, but Mom
said i+ was healthy for e 4o “experiment” with
whatever kind of foys T wanted 4o glay with.

Believe it or not, Dad actually won that argument.
Dad 4old me o start my wish list over and pick
some toys that were rore “appropriate” for boys.

But T have a secret weapon when it comes 4o
Christmas. My Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever
T want. T +old him T wanted the Barbie Dream
House, and he said hed hook me vp.
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So T decided to step in and give him some good
bigrbrotherly advie.

T +old him that if he circled stuff that was
o0 expensive, he was going to end up with a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should just pick three or four medium-priced
gifts so he would end uvp with a covple of
things he actually wanted.

But of course Manny just went back 4o circling

everything again. So T gess he'll just have 4o
learn 4he hard way.

When T was seven, the only thing T really
wanted for Christmas was a Barbie Dream House.
And NOT because T ke gils” oys, like
Rodrick said.
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On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me

gift, it was NOT what T asked for. He mustve
walked into the toy store and picked vp the first
thing he saw that had the word “Barbie”

on it

So if you ever see a picture of me where T'm
holding « Beach Fun Barbie, now at least you
know the whole story.

Dad wasn't real happy when he saw what Uncle
Charlie got me. He told me to either throw it
out or give it away o charity.

But T kept it anyway. And OK, T admit maybe
T ook it vt and played with it once or twice.

us
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T knew Hhey were gonna make me do it, +oo. T
started to panic, becavse T knew T wasn't going
4o be able 4o fight my way out of 4his sitvation.

So T did some fast alking instead.

OULD, BT
ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!

And believe it or not, it actually worked.

2
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The big teenager must have caught my eye,
because the next thing T knew, he was looking
at the Cheese, too. And T guess that gave him
the idea he was looking for.

Roley got singled ovt first. The big kid grabbed
Rowley and dragged him over o the Checse.

Now, T dont want 4o say exactly what happened
next. Because if Rowley ever tries o run for
President and someone finds ovt what these guys
made him do, he won't have a chance.

So Tl put it 4o you +his way: They made Rowley
__ the Cheese.
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T was pmg disappointed 1o find ovt T got
put in the Gifted grovp, because that just means
a lot of extra work.

When they did the screening at the end of last
year, T did my best 4o make sure T got put in
the Easy group #his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

Mon is real tight with our principal, so Tl bet
she stepped in and made sure T got put in the
Gifted group again.

Mo i always saying T a smart kid, but that
T just don't “apply” ryself.

14
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T guess #he teenagers were satisfied they had
made their point, because after they made
Rowley finish off the rest of the Cheese, they
let us go. They got back in Hheir +ruck and
ook off down the road.

Me and Rowey walked home fogether. But neither
one of us realy s6id anything on he way back.

T thought about mentioning +o Rowley that
maybe he could have pulled out a covple of his
karate moves back there, but something told me
4o hold off on that thought for right now.

SHUDDER
SHUDDER
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But before we coud make @ run for #, we had aur
arms pinned behind our backs.

Those guys wanted 4o teach us  lesson for
taunting them on Halloween night, and ﬁ\gy
started arguing over what they shoud do with us.

But 4o be honest with you, T was more concerned
about something else. The Cheese was only a few
feet from where we were standing on +he éukw,

and it was looking nastier than ever.

201
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T knew that if T sang the song and Rodrick
recorded it, he would keep the tape forever and
use it +o humliate me for the rest of my lfe.

T didn't know what o do, so when the time
came to start singing, T just kept my rovth shut.

WE THREE TREES
% "FRor YoNDER /]
GLEN

For a few seconds there, things went OK. T
figured Hhat if T didn’t technically sing the
song, then Rodrick wouldn’t have m}nhms to
hold over my head. But after a few seconds, +he
other Trees noticed T wasn't singing.

110
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T flipped to the Class Favorites page, and
here’s the picture that was waiting for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

Al T can say is, if anyone wants a free yenrﬁookl
they can dig one out of the trash can in the
back of the cafeteria.

You know, Rowley can have Class Clown for all T
care. But if he ever gets too big for his britches,
Tl just remind him that he was the guy who ate
the
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The song is only about three minvtes long, but
o me it felt lke an hour and a half. T was just
praying the curtains would go down so we cold
hop off the stage.

That's when T noticed an Farrell standing in
the wings. And if looks could kil, us Trees would
be dead. She probably hought we were ruining her
chances of making it o Broadway or something.

1A
i
|

Seeing Patty standing there reminded me why T
signed up o be a Tree in the first place.
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T guess they rustie Hhought T knew something
that they didn't, so they stopped singing, too.

{h

Now the three of us were just standing there,
ot saying a word. Mrs. Norton must have
Hhought we forgot the words to the song,
because she came over to the side of the stage
and whispered the rest of Hhe lyries to us.
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Pretty soon, +he rest of the Trees started
throwing apples, oo. T +hink Toto even got in
on the act.

Somebody knocked the glasses off of Patty’s
head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had 4o shut down +he play after that, because
Patty can’t see two feet in front of her
without her glasses.

After the play was over, my family went home
together. Mom had brought a bouquet of flowers,
and T guess they were supposed 4o be for me.
But she ended up tossing them in the trash can
on the way ovt the door.

T just hope that everyone who came o see the
Just hops 4
play was as entertained as T wes.

£P8F

u3
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T Hook all my self-conrol to keep my movth
shot. And if Rowley wasnt standing right
there, T honestly dont know if T could have
kept quiet.

A couple of the guys who were arguing over what
happened to the Cheese were the same ones who
were egging me and Rawky on yeshrdn)/ afternoon.
So T knew it wasn't going o be long before
someane put 4wo and 4w together and figured ovt
hat we rust have had something to do with it.

Rowley was starting o panic, and T don't
blame him, either. Tf the truth ever came ovt
about how the Cheese disappeared, Rowley would
be finished. He'd have 4o move out of the state,
and maybe even the counry.

14
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Today is the first day of school, and right row
were just waiting around for the feacher 4o hu
up and finish Hhe seating chart. So T figured T
right as well write in +his book 4o pass the ime.

he way, let me give you some good advice. On
e first day of school, you got to be redl careful
where you sit. You walk into the dassroom and just
k. your stuff down on any old deck and he
next thing you knaw the teacher is saying—

1 HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in his class, T got stuck with Chris Has:)l n
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

n
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vesdas
At school today, the teachers let us outside
after lunch.

T+ ook about five seconds for someone +o
realize the Cheese was missing from its spot on
the black+op.

Everybody crowded around o look at where the
Cheese used 4o be. N06047 <ould believe it was
actually gore.

People started coming up with +hese crazy theories
about what happened o it. Somebody said +hat
maybe the Cheese grew legs and walked away.
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T fact, the only thing Hhat tipped me off
that Christmas was coming was when Rodrick put
Nis wish list up on the refrigerator.

& Rotricks o
List

T usually make o big wish list every year, but
4his Christmas, all T really want is +his video
game called Twisted Wlmn{

Tonight Manny was going through +he Christmas
catalog, picking out all the stuff he wants with
a big red marker. Manny was circling every single

in the catalog. He was even circling reall
expensive things like a giant motorized car and
stuff lke that.

% us
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JUNE
rida
Well, if Rowley appreciated what T did for him
last week, he hasn't said it. But we've started
Ranging out after school again, so T guess that
means me and him are back to normal.

T,

T can honestly say that so far, having the
Cheese Touch hasn't been all that bad.

T+ got me out of doing the Square Dance unit
in Phys Ed, because no one would partner vp
with me. And T've had the whole lunch table +o
myself every day.

Today was the last day of school, and they
handed avt yearbooks afte cighth perid.

26





index-121_1.png
Wednesday
Well, if one good thing came out of the play, it's
that T dont have to worry about the ”Bubb/‘

nickname anymore.

T saw Archie Kelly getting hassled in the halbvay
after fifth period +an7 so it looks ke T can
finally start 4o breathe a litHe casir.

Sunda

With all this stuff going on at school, T
Raven't even had ime +o +hink about Christmas.
And it's less than ten days away.

u4
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That's when T decided o speak up.

T old everyone +hat T knew what happened to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of it being on the
blacktop, and T just decided 4o get rid of it once
and for all.

For o second Hhere, everyone just frone. T
thought people were going to start thanking me
for whet T dd, but boy, was T wrong,

T really wish T had worded my story a little
differently. Because if T threw away the Cheese,
guess what that meant? Tt meant that T have
the Cheese Touch.
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He rust have found avt T was singing, and he
codrit resist the chance o see e enbarrass mysel.

The play wes supposed 4o start at 800, but it got
delayed because Rodney James had stage fright.

Youd figure that someone whose job it was 1o sit
on the stage and do nothing could just suck it vp
for one erformance. But Rodney wouldn't budge,
and eventually, hs mom had 4o carry him off.

The play finally got started around 8:30.
Nuhudi could remember their lines, just ke T
predicted, but Mrs. Norton kept things moving
along with her piano.
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S
O

So 4he good news is, theyire letting us Trees

<arve out arm holes for the performance.

Tonightt was +he big school production of “The Wizard
of 02." The first sign that Hhings were not going +o
g0 well happened before the play even started.

T was peeking through
+he curtain 4o check ovt
how many people showed
op o see the play, and
guess who was standing
right vp front? My
brother Rodrick, wearing

a clip-on tie.
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Great. T have been able +o keep that nickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden
the whole +own knew it. T could feel about 300
pairs of :7/=6ul|s pointed ny way-

So T did some quick ad-libing and T was able +o
deflect the embarrassment over +o Archie K:Uy.

But the major embarrassment was stil on the
way. When T heard Mrs. Norton glaying he
first few bars of "We Three Trees," T felt ny
stomach jump.

T looked ovt at the avdience, and T noticed
Rodrick was holding a video camera.
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The kid who played Toto brought a stool and
pile of comic books onto the stage, and that
totally ruined the whole "dog” effect.

When it was time for the forest scene, me and
the other Trees hopped into our positions. The
curtains rose, and when ﬂ\ey did, T heard

Mﬂhh/s Voice.

108
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MAY

jhursda?
Today T was 4rying to figure ovt how T was

going to sneak a thumbtack onto Mr. Worth's
chair in H.mr, when he said something that
made me rethink my plan.

Mr. Worth told us he has a dentist's appointment
‘omarrow, so were going to have a substitute.
Subs are like comic gold. You can say jost about
anything you want, and you can't get in rouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
LEASE
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But thet would mean T would have 4o get my
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilgrim.

\A;Ah;;ﬁu;
Last night T was lying in bed, and it hit me: T
should go for Class Clown.

T+5 rot like T known for being real funny at
school or anything, bt if T can gull off one big
prank right before voting, that could do it
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But Rodrick covered vp his racks pretty good.
And 4o +his day, T'm sure Dad thinks Tve

got a screw loose or something.

riday

Today at school we got assigned o reading grovps.

They don’t come right out and ell you if
youre in the Gifted group or the Eyasy grovp,
but you can figure it out right away by lookin

*{\ '9 '9 A 9
at the covers of +he books they hand out.

13
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Frida

T walked into my vary class -h;day, m&y
to execute my plan. But when T got 4o +he
door, guess who the substitute teacher was?

Of all the people in the world o be our sub
today, it was Mom. T Hhought Moms days of
getting involved at my school were over.

She used o be one of those parents who came
in to help out in Hhe classroom. But that all
changed after Mom volunteered o be a
chaperone for our field Hrip to the zoo when
T was in third grade.





index-145_1.png
T thought T could just erank out my thank-you
cards in a half hour, but when it came 4o actually
writing them, ny mind went blank.

&

Let me 4ell you, i¥’s not easy writing thank-you
rotes for stoff you didn't want in the first place.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
thought theyd be easiest. But after 4wo or
Hhree cards, T realized T was practically writing
the same thing every time.

So T wrote vp a general form on +he computer
with blanks for +he +hings that needed o change.
Writing the cards from there was a breeze.






index-144_1.png
Rouley kept asking to switch places and have me
be the one who rides +he Big Wheel, but T no
fool. That 4hing was hitting thirty-five miles an
hour, and it didn't have any brakes.

Anpway, T rever dd krock Ranley off the Big
Wheel today. Bt T guess T have something +o

work at over the rest of Christmas vacation.

ursday
T was heading up +o Rowley's today o play our
Big Wheel game again, but Mom said T had +o
Finish my Christmas thank-yous before T went
ovt anyw}wem
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Frida

T fnally krocked Rowle off the Big Wheel foday,

bot it lm happen the way T expected. T was
ing 1o hit him in the shoulder, but T missed,

and the football went under the front tire.

Rowley tried 4o break his fall 67 sticking ovt his
arms, but he landed pretty hard on his left
hand. T figured hed just shake it off and get
right back on the bike, but he didn't.

T tried to cheer him vp, but all +he jokes +hat
wsually crack him up weren't working.

1o
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Before me or Rowley made a move, there was a
screeching sound in the school parking lot. A
bunch of eenagers had stopped their pickup
truck, and they started piing ovt.

T was just happy that everyone's attention was
on Hhe teenagers instead of me and Rowley. But
all the other kids ook off when the teenagers
started heading our way.

And then T redlized that these Hecnagers
looked uw(ull7 familiar.

That's when it hit me. These were +he same
o5 who chased e and Rowley around on
Halloween night, and they had fnally caught vp
with us.
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Dear Aunt Lydia,

Thank you so much for the awesome encyclopedia !
How did you know I wanted that for Chridtmas?

1love the way the em,:loyed-‘a looksonmy  shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that T have my very own
encyclopedia

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gres

My system worked ovt pretty wel for the first
ouple of gifts, but after that, not so much.

Dear Aunvt Loretta,

Thank you so much for the awesome  pants |
How did you know [ wanted that for Christmas?
Ilove the way the  pants  looks on my k@s !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own
pants

‘Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Greg
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The kids at my school are ALWAYS itching o
see a fight. Me and Rowlg7 Hried o walk away,
but those 9uys weren't going to let us go unil

Hhey saw us throw some punches.

The never been in a real fight before, so T ddnt
know how T was supposed 4o stand or hold m
fists o anything. And you could tell Rowley
didn't know what he was doing either, because he
Just started prancing around like a leprechaun.

T was prety suee T coud +ake Rowkey in @
fight, but +he +hing that made me nervous was
the fact that Rowley akes karate. T don’t krow
what kind of hocus-pows they teach in Rowleys
karate classes, but the last thing T needed was
for him o lay me ot right there on the black-top.
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T ried 4o cash in on some of Rowley’s new
Pa‘;uv.my, but it 4otally backfired.

HIS HAND!

¢ 1

At lonch a bunch of girls invited Rowley over +o
their table so they could FEED him.

What really ticks me off about that is that

Rowley s right-handed, and i’ his LEFT hand
Hht’s broken. So he can feed himself just fine.

HERE.

COMES THE

AIRPLANE!
‘ o~
J&‘ﬁr&ﬁ_
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So T knew he rust be hurt pretty bad.

Mgn‘{u;

Christmas vacation is over, and now we're back
at school. And you remember Rowle)/s Big Wheel
accident? Well, he broke his hand, and row he has
Ho wear a cast. And foday, everyone was crowding
around him ke he was a hero or sam%hm&

1h
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esday
T realized Rowley's injury +hing is « pretty
good racket, so T decided it was time for me o
Rave an injory of my own.

T ook some gavze from home, and T wrapped
vp rmy hand to make it look like it was hort.

T couldn't figure out why he gils weren't
swarring me like they swarmed Rowley, but then
T realized what +he problem was.

See, the cast is o great gimmick because everyone

wants to sign their name on it. But its not exactly
easy 4o sign gauze with a pen.

"3
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Wedne

The school paper came ot again +oday. T quit
my job as school cartoonist after “Creighton the
Curious Student” came out, and T didn't really
care who they picked 4o replace me.

But everyone was laughing at the comics page at
lunch, so T picked vp a copy o see what was so
funny. And when T opened it vp, T coudn't

believe my eyes.
1}

Tt was “Zoo-Wee Mana.” And of course Mr. Tra
ddrit change a single WORD of Rawley’s strip.

Zoo-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

200-WeE
MAMA!

o s
lady T om just
e P s

with long hair
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T remember how Bry(n used 4o act back in

elementary school.
GIRLS ARE
STINKY
oo
sl o
%ﬁ 2 ﬁ

Bt of course now T don't get any credit for
sticking with the girls all this time.

Like T said, Bryce is +he most popular kid in our
grade, so hat leaves all 4he rest of us guys
scrambling for the other spots.

The best T can figure is that T'm somewhere
around 52nd or 53rd most popular this year.
But the good news is that Tm about to move
up ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me,
and he’s getting his braces next week.
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Mom had prepared all sorts of material to help us
kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all
anyone wanted fo do was watch the animals go
o the bathroom.

[ ELEPRANTS

Anyway, Mom totally foiled my plan 4o win Class
Clown. T'm just lucky there’s not a category
called Biggest Mama's Boy, because after today,
T4 win that one in a landslide.

'YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH
AT HOME
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Monda

Last week we started the +hird quarter at
school, so now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T signed up for is
something called Tndependent S+..47.

T WANTED +o sign op for Home Econorics 2,
because T wes pretiy good et Home Ec 1.

But being good at sewing does not exactly buy
you popularity pains at school.

Anyway, this Tndependent Study thing is an
experiment theyire 4rying ovt at our school for
the first time.
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Monday

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” thing has really got me
worked up. Rowley is getting all the credit for
comic that we came up with together. T figured
the least he could do was put my name on +he
strip as the co-creator.

So T went up +o Rowley after school and +old
him that's what he was gonna have to do. But
Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama” was all HIS idea
and that T didn't have anything o do with it.

T guess we mustve been talking pretty lovd,
because the next +hing you knew, we attracted
a crowd.

g
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So T came uvp with a solution that T +hought
was just as good.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO'

BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY

SYMPATHY SHEET?

7

Thet idea was o fotal bust, too. My bandage did
end up attracting attention from a couple of
people, but believe me, they were not the type
of people T was going for.
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So now Rowley's getting all the fame Hhat was
supposed to be mine.

WILL YOU PUT

Even the feachers are kissing Rowley's butt. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Wor#h dropped his
chalk in H.mry class—

205





index-143_1.png
JANUARY
Wednesda
T found a way 4o have some fun with the Big Wheel
Rowley got me for Christmas. T came up with this
gome where one guy rides down +he Nl and +he
other guy ries 4o knock him off with « football.

Rowley was the first one down the hill, and T

was the thrower.

T#s a lot harder to hit a moving target than T
thought. Plus, T didn't get a lot of practice. Tt
ook Rowley ke ten minvtes 4o walk the Big Wheel
back vp the hil after every rip down.
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Bt Rowley was i i fromt yard, and he was
waching e, So T knew #here was no fuming back.

T invited myself into Fregley's house. His rmom said
she was excited to see Fregley with a “playmate,”
which was a term T was not oo enthusiastic about.

Me and Freale}/ went upstairs to his room.
Fregley tried 4o get me 4o play Tuister with
him, so T made sure T sh}/:J fen feet away
from him at all times.

T decided that T should just pull the plug on
his stupid idea and go home. But every time T
looked out the window, Rowley and Collin were
still in Rowley's front yard.
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But T guess T rust have made o pretty big
racket because the next thing T knew, Dad was
downstairs, yelling at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in +he morning.

T+ ook me a minute to figure out what the heck
was going oh.

After T did, T told Dad +hat Rodrick had
played a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be geting yelled at.

Dad walked down o the basement 1o chew
Rodrick ovt, and T tagged along. T couldn’t
wait o see Rodrick get what was coming to him.

12
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And then T figured it out. T +old Mom there
rust have been some kind of mix-up, and T got
the Giving Tree 5.,7/: ift, and he got mine.

Mo said she used +he same kind of wrapping
paper for both of our gifts, so she mustie
written the wrong names on the tags.

But then Mom said +hat +his wes really o good
Hhing, because the Giving Tree guy was probably
really happy he got such a great gift.

128





index-137_1.png
T forgot 4o get a gift for Rowley, so T just
slapped a bow on the “Lil Cutie” book
Rodrick gave me.

And that seemed to do the trick.

P

Rouley's parents have a lot of money, so T can
always count on them for a good gift.

But Rowley seid that +his year he picked ovt ry
gift himself. Then he brought me outside o show
me what it was.

From the way Rowley was hyping his present, T

thought he must have gotten me a big-screen
TV or a rotorcyde or something.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen
You know, 4his Class Favorites hing has really
9ot my gears turning.

T you can get yourself voted onto the Class
Favorites page, youre vrathlz an immortal.
Bven if you dont live vp 1o what you got
picked for, it doesn’t really matter, because it's
on permanent record.

People still treat Bill Watson lke he's something

special, even though he ended uvp dropping out of
high school.
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T hed to explain Hhet you need a game systerm
and a TV +o play Twisted Wizard, so the game
was totally useless 4o him.

3

Even though my Christmas was not going that
ugh my g
great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for the Giing Tree guy.

T kind of decided +o throw in the towel for +his
Christras, and T headed up 4o Rowley’s house.
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Bvery once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around town. And T have 4o remenber o thank
Rodrick for making church a lot rore interesting.

But the page in Rodrick's yenrbonk that's
really interesting is the Class Favorites page.

That's where they put pictures of Hhe kids who
get voted Most Popular and Most Talented and
all that.
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He sure got a lot more stuff than T did. He
even got Tuisted Wizard, so at least T can play
it when T come vp 1o his house. That is, until
Rowley's dad finds out how vielent it is.

And boy, you have rever seen someone as happy os
Rowley with his “Lil Cutie” book. His mom sm{ it
was 1{: anly #hing on s list that he ddn't get.

Well, T'm glad SOMEONE got what +¥\=7
wanted today.
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But once again, T let my hopes get +oo high.

Rowley got me a Big Wheel. T guess T would
have thought this was a cool gift when T was in
the third grade, but T have no idea what T'm
supposed o do with one now.

Rowley was so enthusiastic abot it that T 4ried
my best 4o act ke T was happy anyway.

We went back inside, and Rawle7 showed me his
Christmas loot.
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We still run into him at the Food Barn every

once in a while.

So here's what Tm thinking: This school year
has been kind of a bust, but if T can get voted
as a Class Favorite, Tl go out on a high note.

The been trying to +hink of & category T have
a shot at. Most Popular and Most Athletic are
definitely out, so Tm going 4o have to find
something that’s a little bit more in reach.

At first T thought maybe T should wear really
nice clothes for the rest of the year so T can
get Best Dressed.

199





index-140_1.png
ew Year's Eve
T case youre wondering what Tim doing in my room
at %00 pm. on New Years Eve, let re £l you in.

Erler 4oday, re and Manny were horsing around in
he basemenst. T found a tiny black ball of #hread
on the carpet, and T told Manny it was a spider.

Then T held it over him pretending like T was
going to make him eat it.

YAAAAH!

Right when T wes about 4o let Manny go, he
lapped my hand and made. me drop +he thread.
And guess what? That fool swallowed it.

GULP
<

=
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Around 1130, it got quiet ovt in the hallway.
That's when Fregley slipped a piece of paper
under the door.

T picked it vp and read it.

174

Deor Greﬁur/,
T'm very sorry T
chased )Z)U with a
booger on my Finser:
Hhere' Tpot it onu
+his paper so Yo
can PSGP‘" me dek.
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Man, T don’t know WHAT is up with girls +hese
days. Tt used 4o be o whole lot simpler back in
clemenstary school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all the girls.

And in the £fth grade, the fastest runner was
Romric MCay.

R

Nowadays, it's a whole lot more complicated. Now
it's about the kind of clothes you wear or how
rich you are or if you have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie McCoy are scratching their
heads wondering what +he {\

©p? o
am

cck happened.

“The most popular boy in my grade is Bryce

Anderson. The thing +hat really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into girls, but kids like
Br7<= have only come. around in the last couple

of years.
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T didn't want o leave untl those guys went back
inside. But +hings started +o get out of hand with
Fregley prety quickly. When T was looking ot the
window, Fresle7 broke into my backpack and ate the
whale bag of jely beans T had in Hhere.

Fregley's one of these kids who's not supposed
Ho eat any sugar, so two minutes later, he was
bouncing off the walls.

===
Fregley started acting lke a total maniac, and
he chased me all around his vpstairs.

T kept thinking he was going to come down off
of his sugar high, but he didn’t. Eventually, T
locked nyxglf in his bathroom o wait him out.
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Manny ook a while to look over the +hings on

he plate.

Then he walked over 4o the refrigerator and
pulled ovt an orange.

So hat's why T got sent 4o bed at 7:00 and
T'm not downstairs watching the New Year's
Eve special on TV.

And Hhat's also why my only New Year's
resolvtion is 4o never play with Manny agan.
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Monday

Well, me and Rowh)/ have a“idu"y been ex-friends
for about a month now, and o be honest with
your Tm better off without him.

T'm glad T can just do whatever T want without
having 4o worry about carrying all that dead
weight around.

Lately T been hanging ot in Rodricks room
after school and going Hhrovgh his stuff. The other
day, T found one of his middle school yearbooks.

Rodrick wrote on everybody's picture in his
yuflmuli, 50 you can tell how he felt about all
“the kids in his grade.
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Well, Manny completely lost his mind. He ran
upstairs +o where Mom was, and T knew T was

in big rouble.

I3l
Manny old Mom T made him eat a spider. T
+old her there was no spider, and that it was
Just a tiny ball of thread.

SNIFF E
éi

Mam brought Manny over 4o the kitchen table.
“Then she put a seed, a raisin, and a grape on a
plate and told Manny 4o point 4o the thing
Hhat was the closest in size to the piece of
thread he swallowed.
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That's the last thing T remember before T
blacked out.

T came o my senses a few hours later. After T

woke up, T cracked the door open, and T heard
snaring coming from Fregley’s room. So T decided
4o make a run for it.

Mam and Dad were not happy with me for getting
them aut of bed at 2:00 in the morning. But by
hat point, T cold really care less.
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The box was way oo big for Twisted Wizard, but
Mom pulled the same "big box” trick on me last
year when she got me o memory card for my
Video game system.

So T ripped open the package and pulled ovt my
present. Only +his wasn't Twisted Wizard,
either. Tt was a giant red wool sweater.

At first T thought Mom was playing some
kind of practical joke on me, because his
sueater was the same kind we bought for our
Giving Tree guy-

But Mo seened prety confused, foo. She said
she DID bv7 me a video game, and that she had
ro idea what the sweater was doing in my box.
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That +hing must have cost a fortune. T didnt
have the heart to tell Dad that T kind of lost
interest in the whole weight-lifting thing when
the wrestling unit ended last week. So T just
said “thanks” instead.

T think Dad was expecting me to drop down and
start doing some reps or something, but T just
excused myself and went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on the couch watching Manny play
with Nis toys, feeling pretty sorry for myself.
“Then Mo came up o me and said that she
found @ gift behind the piano with my name on
i, and it said, “From Santa.”

126





index-93_1.png
T decided to gan rmy weight in MUSCLE, rot fat.

The never been all that inferested in getting in
shape before, but this wrestling unit has made me
rethink things.

T figure if T bulk vp now, it could actually come
in huhd)/ down the road.

The football unit is coming in the spring, and
they split the teams up into shirts and skins.
And T ALWAYS get put on skins.

T think they do hat +o make all the out-of-shape
kids feel ashamed of themselves.

8





index-190_1.png
T figure that's pretty decent advice. But T stil
not 100% sure what Tm going o do tomorrow.

ursdas
Well, T was vp all night tossing and turning
over this Rowle)/ sitvation, but T (imll)/ made
vp my rind. T decided 4he right thing 4o do
was 4o just let Rowley take one for the team
+his time around.

On the way home from school, T came clean with
Rouley and told him the whole ruth about what
happened, and how it was me who chased the
kids with the worms.
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Mor didn't really say anything at first, but Dad
was pretty enthusiastic. T think he was just
glad T had a change of heart from how T used
o be when T was a kid—

But Mom said if T wanted a weight set, T was
going o have 4o prove that T could stick with
an exercise regimen. She said T coud do that by
doing sit-ups and jumping jacks for 4wo weeks.

T had to explain that the only way to get
totally buked up is to get the kind of high-tech
machines they have at the gym, but Mom didnt
want 1o hear it.
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A couple of days into summer vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the mddle of the night. He told
me T slept through the whole summer, but that
luckily T woke up just in time for the first
day of school.

4

You right think T was pretty dumb for faling
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed vp in his
school clothes and he set my larm clock ahead 4o
make it look ke i+ was +he morning. Plus, he
closed my curtains so T couldn’t see that it was
stil a.,rz out.

After Rodrick woke me vp, T just got dressed and

went downstairs 4o make myself some breakfast,
like T do every morming on a school day.

u
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TH T can pack on some muscle now, ¥l be o
whole different story next April.

Tonight, after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
together and fold them my glan. T told them T
was going to need some serious exercise equipment,
and some weight-gain powder, too.

T showed them some muscle magazines T got at
he store 5o they coud see how ripped T was
going o be.
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FEBRUARY
Wednesda,
Today i+ snowed for the first ime this winvter,
and school was canceled. e were supposed to
have a fest in Pre-Algebra, and Tve kind of
slacked off ever since T became a Safety Patrol.
So T was psyched:

T called Rowley and +old him o come over. Me and
him have been talking sbaut bulding the worlds
biggest snowman for the past couple of years vow.

And when T say the wrld biggest srawman,
Tim not kidding. Our goal is to get into the
“Guinness Book of World Records.”
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Tim telling you, Te got it made with +his
5:1\(:17/ Patrol thing.

At 12:15, me and Rouley left school and walked
the kindergartners home. The whole trip ate vp
forty-five minvtes, and +here were only twenty
minvtes of Pre-Algebra left when we got back.

Walking the kids home was no sweat. But one of
he kindergartners started 4o smel a litle funny,
and T think ,-.76: he had an accdent in his pants.

He tried o let me know about it, but T just
stared straight ahead and kept walking. Tl
+4ake these kids home, but believe me, T didnt

sign up for any diaper dn,.
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During one of our breaks, Mom came outside to go
o Hhe grocery store, but our snowball was blocking
her car in. So we got a litHe free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Rowley pushed +hat
srowball until we couldn’t \:ush it any farther.
But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess
we had made.
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But every time weve gotten serious about going
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
wele missed our window of opportunity. So this
yeer, T wanted 4o get started right away.

When Rowley came over, we started rolling the
fiest snowball 4o make the base. T figured the
base was going to have o be at least eight feet
all on its own if we wanted to have a shot at
breaking the record. But the snowball got real
heavy, and we had o take a bunch of breaks in
between rolls so we could catch our breath.
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So tomorrow morning, when the Whirley Street
kids come marching up our hll, me and Rowley are
going to teach Hhose guys a lesson.

Thorsdey
When T woke vp this morning, the snow was

dlready starting to melt. So T 4old Rowley o
hurey vp and get down 4o my house.

Whie T was waiting for Rowley +o show vp, T
watched Manny trying to buld a snowman out of
the \”“’7 crumbs of smow that were left over
from our snowball.
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But either my friend has gone deaf or he's +oo
busy kissing the other officers’ butts 4o notice me
at the window.

T fact, now that T Hhink of i, Rowley has been
TOTALLY ging me the cod shouder laely. And
Hhat's really lame, becavse if T recall correctly,
HE' S 4he one that sold ME ovt.

Even though Rowley has been a total jerk lately,
T ried 4o break the ice with hin foday, anyway.
But even THAT didn't seem +o work.
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The snowball had gotten so heavy +hat it ore
up il the s0d Dad had just Lad down this fal.

T was hoping it would snow a few more inches
and cover up our tracks, but just ke that, it
stopped snowing.

Our plan to buld the world's biggest snowman
was starting to fall apart. So T came up with a
better idea for our snowball.

Every time it snows, the kids from Whirley
Street use our il for sledding, even though his
isn't their neighborhood.

159





index-195_1.png
T +hought about really letting Rowley have it
for ratting me out like that, but then T
realized something.

Tn Jne, all 4he offcers in the Safety Patrols
g0 on a Hrip 1o Six Flags, and ﬂ\:y get to take
lang one friend. T need 4o make sure Rowley
knows Tm his guy.

I 5;4.:?(
Like T said before, the worst part of getting

kicked off Safety Patrols is losing your hot
chocolate privileges.

Every marning, T go 4o the back door of +he
cafeteria so Rowley can hook me up.
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The only reason T agreed to do this at all is
becavse T figure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better things 4o do +han
answer people’s stupid questions all Juy long. So

4his book is gorna come i handy.

Like T sad, T be farous one day, but for now
T stuck in middle school with a bunch of morons.
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Dad was ALREADY mad at me for tearing vp
the sod, so T knew T was in for it. T heard +he
garage door open and T saw Dad coming ovtside.
He marched right ovt carrying & snow shovel, and T
Hhought T was going to have 4o make a run for it.

But Dad was heading for y snowball, not me.
And in less than a minute, he reduced all our

hard work 4o rothing:
A=t
. =T
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Collin had s overnight bag, so T knew they
were going to do a sleepover at Rowl:y‘x

And T thought, Well, two can play at THAT
geme. The best way 4o get back «t Rowley was
o get a new best friend of my own. But
enfortunately, the only person who came to rind
right at that roment was Fregley.

T went up to Fregley’s with my overnight bag so
Rouley codd see T had other +{;sz options, oo.

When T got there, Fregley was in is front
yard stabbing a kite with a stick. That's when
T started 4o +hink maybe +his wasn't the best
idea after all.
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T+ was actually kind of pathetic.

T really couldn't help doing what T did next.
Unfortunately for me, right at that moment,
Dad was at the front window.
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APRIL
rida
Ever since the worm incident, Rowley has been
hanging out with Collin Lee every day after school.
What really stinks is that Collin is supposed to
be MY Backup friend.

Those guys are acting totally ridiculous. Today,
Rowley and Colin were wearing Hhese maiching
T-shirts, and it made me just about want 4o vomit.

After dinner tonight, T saw Rowley and Collin
walking vp the hil together, chumming it vp.
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Rowley came by a few minutes luter. T thought he
might actually'get a kick aut of what happened.

i R
But T guess he had his heart set on rolling
Hhat snowball down the hill, and he was reall

mad. But get hist Rowley was mad at ME for
what DAD did.

T 4old Rowley he was being « big buby, and we
got in a shoving match. Right when it looked like
we were going 1o get in an all-out fight, we got
ambushed from the street.
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When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at
the front door.

Mom took me out to get some ice cream as a special
treat. And what this whole episode has taught me
is that every once in a whie, i¥’s not such a bad
idea o listen 4o your rother.
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So T went into the fridge and emptied out +he
nilk and orange juice and flled the jugs with
sand. Then T taped them o a broomstick, and
T had myself a pretty decent barbell

[k

After that, T made a bench press out of an
ironing board and some boxes. Once T had that
all set, T was mdy o do some serious lifting.

T needed a spotting parter, so T called
Rowly. And when he showed up e my door
wearing some ridicdlous getup, T knew T made
a mistake inviting him.
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That piece of Cheese has been sitting on +he
black+op since last spring. T guess it mustve
dropped out of someone’s sandwich or something.
After a couple of days, the Cheese started getting
ll moldy and msz Nobody would play basketball on
he court where the Cheese was, even though +hat
was the only court hat had a hoop with a ret.

Then one day, this kid named Darren Walsh
touched the Cheese with his finger, and +hat's
what started this +hing called the Cheese Touch.
THs basically lke the Cooties. Tf you get the
Cheese Tm(, youre stuck with it until you
ass i on 4o someone else.

=

{EQ

EERR

The only way 4o protect yourself from the

Cheese Touch is 4o cross your fingers.
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Then T old him there were lessons we could
both learn from this. T told him T learned to be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvine’s house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, 400, which is this: Be careful about who
you lend your coat o

BOTH oF us!

To be honest with you my message didn't seem
o be getting through +o Rowle}/.

We were supposed to hang ot after school
today, but he said he was just going o go home
and take a nap.

T couldn’t really blame him. Becavse if T didn't
have y hot chocolate this morning, T wouldn't
have had ruch energy, cither.
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Then Dad said if T wanted a bench press, T
should keep my fingers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is o month and a half away. And
# T get pinned by Fregley one more time, T

gonna hate & nervous breakdown.

So it looks like Mom and Dad aren't going to be
any help. And that means Tm going 1o have to
-tu{g matters into my own hands, as usual.

Saturda

T couldn’t wait 1o start my weight-training
program +oday. Even though Mom wouldn't let
me get the equipment T needed, T wasn't going
o let that hold me back.

il
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Well, it doesn't take a detective o figure out
that the anonymous source was Rowley.

T can't believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While gwns sitting there getting
chewed out by Mr. Winsky, T was thinking, T
need to remember to give ny friend a lecture

about loyalty. P

Later on #odny, Raw|:7 got reinstated as a Parol.
And get 4his: He achually got o PROMOTION.
Mr. Vlinsky said Rowley had “exhibited dignity

under false suspicon.”
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And right when Rowley had the barbell in the
“down’” position, T leaned over and looked at him.

T

< _s_

Sure enough, Rowley TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldn’t even get the barbell
off Nis chest. T thought about helping him out,
but then T realized that if Rowley ddnt get
serious about working out, he was never going to

get 4oy levl.

T eventually had 4o rescue him, because he started
biting the mik jug to let +he sand leak out.

%2
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vesda
There was another annourcenent on the lowdspeaker
today, and 4o be honest with you, T kind of

figured 4his one was coring.

GREG MEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE.

= SIPPPP.

g_

T knew it was just a matter of time before T
got busted for what happened last week.

When T got 4o Mr. Winsky's office, he was
really mad. Mr. Winsky 4old me 4hat an
“anonymous source” had informed him that T
was the real clprit in the worm-chasing incident.

Then he told me T was relieved of my Safe
Patrol duties "effective immediatel ;7 U
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T rade Rowley use the bench press first, mostly
becavse T wanted to see if the broomstick was
going to hold vp.

He did about five reps, and he was ready 4o
quit, but T wouldn't let him. That's what a
good raining partner is for, o push yov

5:7/ahd your limits.

74
T knew Rowley wasn't going 4o be s serious

about weight lifting as T was, so T decided +o
dry out an experiment fo test his dedication.

Tn the riddle of Rowley's set, T went and got
Hhis phony nose and mustache Rodrick has in his

jonk draver.

N
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So T rented a couple of Video games 4o learn
some moves. And you know what? After o whie,
T wes really starting 4o get the hang of i+.

T fact, the other kids in my class ha
look aut, because i T keep 1
real threat.

8

better

is up, T could be o
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TH #here’s ane thing most bays in my school are
into, it's professional wrestling. So Mr.
Underwood might as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes right after Phys Ed, and +he

cafeteria was a complete madhouse.

T don't know what the school is thinking having
a wres%lma unit.

But T decded if T don't want 4o get twisted
into a pretzel for +he next month and a half, T4
better do my homework on this wrestling business.
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The idea is that the class gets assigned a project,
and Hhen you have 4o work on i+ agether with no
eacher in the room for the whole quarter.

The catch is that when youe done, everyone
i your grovp gets the same grade. T found out
that Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be
a big problen.

R,:ky‘; big claim +o fame is that he'l pick the
gom off the bottom of a desk and chew it if you
pay Kim Mfy cents. So T don't really have high
hopes for our final grade.

P RA

esda
‘“:duy we got our Tndependent Swd7 assignment,
and guess what it is? We have o buld a robot.

At first everybody kind of freaked out, because
we thought we were going o have o buld the
robot from scratch.

146





index-155_1.png
They wanvted 4o invent a robot that would gve
you dating advice and have 4en types of lip gloss
on its fingertips.

Al us guys thought this was the stupidest idea
we ever heard. So we ended up splitting into +wo
grovps, girls and boys. The boys went 4o the
other side of the room while the girls stood
around talking.

Now that we had all the serious workers in one
place, we got to work. Someone had the idea
that you can say your name 4o the robot and it
can say it back +o Yoo
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But Mr. Darnell 4old us we don’t have o build
an actual robot. We just need 4o come up with
ideas for what our robot might look like and
what kinds of things it would be able o do.

“Then he left the room, and we were on our own.
We started brainstorming right away. T wrote
down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

Everybody wes pretty inpressed with my ideas,
but it was easy 4o come vp with them. All T
did was write down all the things T hate
doing yself.

But a couple of the girls got up to the front of
he room, and +\we7 had some ideas of their own.
They erased my list and drew up Hheir own plan.

17
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To make a long story short, Tndependent Study
is canceled for the rest of the year.

Well, at least it is for us boys. So if +he robots
in the future are going around with cherry lip
gloss for fingers, at least now you know how it
all got started.

wrsda
T school +oday they had a general assembly and
showed the movie “T+'s Great o Be Me,” which
hey show us every year.

The movie is all about how you should be happy
with who you are and not change anything
abovt yourself.
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But then T found ovt who T DID have o wrestle,
and T would have traded for Benny Wels in o

heartbeat.
Gree, vouLL B
TREGLEY 1AL,

Fregley was the anly kid light enough 4o be in my
weight class. And apparently Fregley was paying
attention when Mr. Underwood was giving
instructions, because he pinned me every which way
you could imagine. T spent my sevensth period
getting WAY rore famliar with Fregley than T
ever wanted to be.
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But then sameone else pointed out that you
shouldn’t be able to use bad words for your
name, because the robot shouldnt be able to
curse. So we decided we should come vp with
list of all the bad words the robot shouldn’t be
able 4o say.

We came up with all the regular bad words, but
then Ricky Fisher came up with twenty more the

rest of us had never even heard before.

So Ricky ended up being one of #he most valbable
contributors on Hhis project.

Right before +he bell rang, Mr. Darnell care
back in the room o check on our progress. He
picked up the piece of paper we were writing on

and read it over.
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SEPTEMBER
vesdas
First of all, let me get something straight: This
is « JOURNAL, not a diary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went ovt to
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY Hold her 4o
get one that didn't say “diary” on it.

Great. All T need is for some jerk 4o catch me
carrying +his book around and get the wrong idea.

O N -
The other thing T want 4o clear up right away
is that this was MOM's idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going +o write down my

“feelings” in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just dont expect me 4o be all “Dear Diar)/' this
and “Dear Diary” +hat.
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T went down +o Mr., \«Jmsk/s office and signed
self up, and T 9ot Rowley +o Sigh vp, oo,
?f}mush Mr. wmk, would make us do o
bunch of chin-ups or Jmping jacks or something
1o prove we were up for the Jobs but he just
handed us our belts and badges on +he spot.
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My other big problem is that T have o wrestle
Fregley every single day. But his moming T
realized something. Tf T can move ovt of
Fregley's weight class, T won't have to wrestle
him anymore.

So +adn7, T stuffed ny clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts 4o get myself into the next

weight class.

But T was stil oo light o move vp.

T redlized T was gonna have 4o gain weight for
real. At first T thought T should just start
loading up on junk food, but then T had a much
better idea.
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To be honest with you, T 4hink #hat's  really
dumb message fo be telling kids, especially the
anes at my school.

s
q @ ®

Later on, they made an announcement Hhat
here are some openings on the Sufety Patrols,
and that got me thinking.

TF someane picks on a Safety Padrol, it can get
them suspended. The way T figore i, T can use
any extra profection T can get.

Plus, T realized Hhat maybe being in a position
of avthority caud be good for re.
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esda
This wrestling unit has totally turned our school
upside down. Now kids are wrestling in the hallways,
in the classroons, you hame it. But the fifteen
minutes after lunch where +hey let us ovtside is
the worst.

You can't walk five feet without tripping over a
couple of kids going at it. T just 4ry 4o keep

distance. And mark my words, one of these
fools is going o roll right onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Touch all over again.
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Mr. thk7 said the openings were for a special
assignment. Our school is right next to the
elementary school, and 'ﬂwc/v: got a hnlf~da7
kindergarten there.

He wants us o walk the morming session kids home
in the middle of the Jur T realized that meant
we would miss twenty minutes of Pre-Algebra.
Rowley rust have figured that ovt, oo, because
he started 4o speak up. But T gave him a wicked
pinch underneath the desk before he could finish

his senence.

T coudn't beleve my luck. T was getting instarct bully
protection and a free pass from half of Pre-Algebra,
and T didn't even have 4o lif+ a finger.





index-87_1.png
ursda
Well, T found aut 4oday that the kind of wresting
Mr. Underwood is teaching is COMPLETELY
different from the kind they do on TV.

First of all, we have +o wear these +hings called
“singlets,” which laok lke those bathing suits
+he7 used o wear in the 1800s.

i

And second of all, there are no pile drivers or
hitting people over the heads with chairs or
nn}/ﬂﬁhg like that.

There’s not even a ring with ropes around it.
T just basically a sweaty mat that smells lke
it's never been washed before.

%0
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T try o explain all +his popularity stuff +o
:r-:ay Rouley (who is probably }\Zenns r.3h+mx
around the 150 mark, by the way), bot T +hink
it just goes in one ear and out the other with him.

Wednesday

Today we had Phys B4, so the first hing T
did when T got outside was sneak off 1o the
basketball court 4o see if +he Cheese was sl
there. And sure enough, it was.
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Then again, T better make sure T don't do
TOO good. This kid named Preston Mudd got
named Athlete of the Month for being +he best
player in the basketball unit, so they put his
picture vp in the hallway.

‘Adhlete of the
o Momth |

Tt ook people about five seconds to realize how
“P. Mudd” sounded when you said it out loud,
and after that, it was all over for Preston.
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When he was doing +his one move called the
“fireman’s carry,” T felt a breeze down below,
and T could tell my singlet wasn’t doing « good
Job keeping me covered up.

Thet's when T thanked ry licky stars he
gl were an the other side of Hhe gym.

Mr. Underwood divided us up into weight groups.
T was prety kavw about that at first,
because it meant T wasn’t going +o have o
wrestle kids ke Benny Wells, who can bench-press
250 pounds.
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vesda
Today was cur first day as Safety Parols. Me and
Rowley don't technically have stations like all +he
other Patrols, so that means we dont have to stand
out in the freezing cold for an hour before school.

But that didn't stop us from coming to the
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate ﬂ\e}/ hand
out 1o the other Patrols before homeroom.

Another great perk is Hhat you get o show up
en minvtes late for first period.
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Mr. Underwood started asking for voluneers so
he could demonstrate some wrestling holds, but
here was no way T was going 4o raise my hand.

Me and Rowley 4ried 4o hide ovt in the back of
he gym near the curtain, but that's where the
girls were doing their gymnastics unit.

U pl ]
=

We got ovt of Hhere in a hurry, and we went
back o where Hhe rest of the guys were.

Mr. Underwaod singled e out, probably because
T'm the lightest kid in +he class, and he could
oss me around without straining himself. He
showed :V:rybod?/ how 4o do all these things
called a “half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown” and stuff like that.
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NOVEMBER
a
On the bus ride into school today, we passed by
Gramma’s house. Tt got rolled with +olet paper
last night, which T guess was no big surprise.

T do feel a litHle bad, because it looked like it was
gonha take a long time 4o clean up. But on the
bright sde, Gramma is retied, so she probably
didi't have anything lanned for foday anyway.

Wednesday

Tn thied period, Mr. Underwood, our Phys 4
eacher, announced that the boys will be doing
wrestling unit for the next six weeks.

7
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‘elephone
viire

e |

One of the comics was called “Dumb Teachers,”
and it was written by this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is always in detention, so T guess he has a
bane 4o pick with just about every teacher in the
school, including Mr. Tra.

™
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After a covple of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
ook the little kids home.

T was glad, because hat meant me and Rowley
codd take off. My pilowcase was almost )
50 T wanted to make up as much time as possble.

A little whie later, Rawley Fold me he needed a
“potty bresk.” T made him hold off for another
forty-five rinutes. But by the ime we got 1o m
gramma's house, it was pretty dear that if T didn't
let Row{e)/ use the bathroom, 7+ was gonna get messy.

So T +old Rowley if he wasn't back outside in
one minvte, T was gonna start helping myself +o

s candy.
D) L
> - L
<L
g
e, [~
68 o —
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When T got 4o school mh;/, T ook my comics
4o Mr. Tra's office. He's the teacher who runs
the school newspaper.

But when T went to +umn ry strips in, T saw
Hhat there was a pile of comics from other kids
who were 4rying out for the job.

Most of them were pretty bad, so T wasnt 400
worried about the competition.

- don't walk near  yeah, youre
Gis ||t Sovsoar

RULE! tyler green! cutel

N s
by tabitha
catter and
lisa russel

r

ho ha ha ba Y
ba.ha ha h glrls RULEl

£¥ o7

a
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ursday
‘ﬂ:da], during morning announcements, T got
the hews T was hoping for.

m

The paper came out today at lunch time, and
everyone was reading it.

T really wanted fo pick vp a copy to see my
name in print, but T decided 4o just play it cool
for a while instead.
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So Tm not 400 worried about the chances of
Bills comic getting in, either.

There were actudlly one or 4wo decent comics in
the bin. But T slipped them under a pile of
peperwork on Mr. Tra’s desk.

Hopefully, those ones won't +urn vp until T'm
in high school.

P
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By the time Mr. Tra was done with it, you
pracically coldnt recognize i as the same strip.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x + 43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be?,

Thanks. Kids, if you want to leam
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office

) J2_ ours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

So Tm pretty sure T won't be signing avtagraphs
anytime. soon.
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T sat at the end of the lunch table so there
would be plenty of room for me o start signng
artagraphs for my vew fans. But nobody was coring
aver o el me how great my comic was, and T
started 1o get the feeling something was wrong.

T grabbed a paper and went into the aﬁ\rw-.
o check it ovt. And when T saw my comic, T
practically had @ hearf attack.

o

Mr. Tra told me he had made some “minor
edits” to my comic. T +hought he just meant he
fied spelling mistakes and stoff like that, but
he totally butchered it.

The comic he ruined was one of my favorite ones,
o0. Tn the original, Creighton K; Cretin is taking
a math fest, and he accdentally eats it. And then
he feacher yells at him for being such a moron.
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Rowley said Mr. Winsky yelled at him for abovt
en minvtes and said his actions “disrespected
the badge.”

You know, T think T might just know what this
is all about. Last week, Rowley had o take a
quiz during fourth period, so T walked the
kindergartners hore on my own.

T+ had rained that morning, and there were a
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided +o
have some fun with the kids.
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T looked out the window, and this time, T didn't
see the fruck. But T knew those guys were hiding
somewhere and were just drying o ?m us out.
So we snuck out the back door, hopped over
Gramma's fence, and ran all the way o Snake
Road. T figured our chances were better there
because Hhere aren’t any streetlights.

Snake Road is scary enaugh on its own withavt
having a 4ruckload of +eenagers hunting you
down. Exvery time we saw a car coming, we dove
into the bushes. T+ mustve taken us a half
hour 4o go 100 yards.
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MARCH

Wedhzsdu?
Me and owley were enjoying our hot chocolate

in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
today, and Hhere was an announcement on the

loudspeaker.

Rowley went down 4o Mr. Winsky's office, and
when Rowley came back fifteen minutes later, he
looked pretty shaken vp.

Apparently Mr. Winsky got a call from a parent
who said they withessed Rowley “terrorizing”
+he kindergartners when he was supposed o be
walking them home from school. And Mr. \A:mk7
was really mad about it.
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T knew T should probably just +ell Mr. Winsky it
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasn't ready 4o set the record straight just
yet- T knew if T confessed, T4 lose my hot
chocolate privieges. And that right there was
enough to make me keep quiet for the time being.

At dinner onight, Mom could tell something
was bothering me, so she came vp to my room
afterward to talk.

T old her T was in a tough sitvation, and T
didn't know what o do.

T got Ho give Mom credit for how she handled
it. She didn't 4ry 4o pry and get dll the detals.
Al she said was H\n should 4ry o do the
“right thing,” because it's our dmm Hhat make
us who we are.
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Man, T forgot ALL about Dad, and we totally
paid the price for it.

When me and Row|=7 got inside, we laid out all
our candy on Hhe kitchen able.

The only things we could salvage were a couple of
mints Jm were wrapped in cellophane, and the
toothbrushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

T ik next Halloween T'll just stay home and
mooch sare Buterfingers from the bowl Mor
keeps on top of the refrigerator.
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But some neighborhood lady saw what T was
doing, and she yelled at me from her front porch.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Rowley's
o She rust have thought T was Rovley,
Because T was borrowing his cont. And T wasn't
about 4o correct her, either.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
THE PRINCIPAL 1S
GOING TO HEAR
ABOUT THIS!

= R

T forgot about the whole incident until +adu7.

Anyway, Mr. Winsky told Rowley he's going 4o
have to apologize o the kindergartners tomorrow
rorming, and that he's suspended from Patrols
for a week.
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But believe it or not, we made it all the wa
home without getting caught. Neither one of us
let our guard down until we got to my driveway.

But right +hen, there was +his awfl scream, and

we saw a big wave of water coming foward us.
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“The ki in he back was holding a fire extingusher,
and when he trck passed by s, he opered fre.

o0

T have 4o give Rowley credit, because he blocked
about 95% of the water with his shield. And if
he hadn’t done that, all our candy would have

gotten soaked.

When #he truck drove away, T yelled ovt something
that T regretted about +wo seconds later.
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After that, we headed back out on the road.
But it was already 1030, and T guess that's
when most grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of ell because +hat's when they
start coming to the door in their pajamas and
gling you the evl eye.

We decided to head home. We made vp a lot of
time after Dad and Manny left, so T was pretty
satisfied with how much candy we took in.

When we were halfway home, 4his pickup ruck
came roaring down the street with a bunch of
high school kids i it.
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After a while, we realized the eenagers were
&)
90ing Yo wait us out, so we decided we were just
gorna have o spend the night at Gramma's.
That's when we started getting cocky, makin,
getting cocky, 9
monkey noises at the feenagers and whatnot.

Well, at least T was making monkey noises.
Rouley was kind of making owl raises, but T
guess it was the same generdl idea.

T called Mom o ell her we were going o crash
at Gramma’s for the night. But Mom sounded
redlly mad on +he ghone.

She said i+ was a school night, and that we had
o get home right that instant. So that meant
we were gonna have to make a run for it.
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The driver slammed on +he brakes and he +urned
Ws truck around. Me and Rowley started running,
but Hhose guys were right on our heels.

The only place T could +hink of +hat was safe
was Grarnss house, 50 we <ot hrough a couple
backyards 4o get there. Granma was in bed
n\r:ndy but T knew she keeps a k:)/ under the
mat on her front porch.

Once we got inside, T looked out +he window 1o see
if Hhose guys had followed us, and sure enough,
they did. % Hried 4o trick them into leaving, but
ﬂ\er wouldn't budge.

& WELL, T GUESS NOW
‘ THATWERESAFEIN

VOU CANT GET US'

n
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Tt was a hit-and-run by the Whirley Street kids.

And #f Mrs. Levine, my English teacher, ws
there, T'm sure she would have said the whole

situation was “ironic.”

Wednesda,

Today at school they announced here’s an opening
for the cartoonist job in the school paper. There's
only one comic slot, and up untl now Hhis kid nared
Bryan Litie has been hoggng it all 4o himself.
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Al T did was 4race a picture from one of
Rodrick's heavy metal magazines, but luckily, no
one ever found out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
YOU'LL LOOK LIKE ME.
<

“The kid who won first place is named Chris
Curhr?h And what kind of ticks me off is that
Chris smokes at least a pack of cigarettes a du}h

AN
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Bryar\ has +his comic called "Wuck7 Dawg," and
when it started off, it was actually pretty forny.

But lately, Brym‘s been using his strip to handle
his personal business. T guess that's why the

P 9 y They
gave him the axe.

Wacky Dawg Bryan Little

Hey,  Actually, || SusanLim,if you are reading this,
Wacky  Thave || Bryonisvery sory he kissed your
Dawg, say Something ||~ best friend Rachel behind the
someihi.  serious on || lockers. He hopes you can find it in
FONKY my mind your heart to forgive him.
)

today. /

——

I/ BUM

As soon as T heard +he news, T knew T had 4o
4ry out. “Wacky Dawg" made Bryan Little a
::\Zbr at our );dml, and T wn?ﬁd o get in
on some of that kind of fame.

T had a taste of what it’s like o be famous at
my school when T won horarable mention in +his
antismoking contest +he7 had.
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For the first couple of strips, T did the writing
and drew the characters, and Rowley drew the
boxes around the pictures.

Step on a crack,
break your
mormds back!

ey, Timmy, your
ipped on o
o o .

she is dead.

Rowley started complaining that he didn't have
enough 1o do, so T let him write a few of the strips.
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wrsda
Me and Rowley decided o team vp and do a
cartoon #age?{en So after school today he came
over to my house, and we got to work.

We banged out a bunch of characters real
quick, but Hhat turned out 4o be the easy
part. When we +ried o think up some jokes,
we kind of hit a wall.

T finally came up with o good solution.

T made up a cartoon where the punch line of
r.vzry S#n‘) is “Zoo-Wee Mama!”

That way we wouldn't get bogged down with having

o write actual jokes, and we could concentrate on
he pictures.
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And believe it or not, Rowley's drawing skills
are worse than his writing skills.

At least i's
ot an
acid puddle,

Oops T s+eppeA
in @ FU le.

Ay-ay-ey!
T 1 o0 ecid
po

T told Raule7 myb: we should come up with
some new ideas, but he just wanted +o keep
writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he packed vp
his comics and went home, which was fine by me.
T don't really want +o be partnered vp with a
kid who doesn’t draw noses, anyway.
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But o be honest with you, there was a pre

abvious drop in quality once Rowley started doing
the writing.

T hove beh
waiting +hree
poors 18 ger

@ hamburger.

Finally! One
harburger,

Eventually T got kind of sick of the “Zoo-Wee
Mama” idea and T pretty much let Rouley take

over the whole operation.
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T mustve banged ovt Awenty strips, and T
didn't even break a sweat.

THATSNOTABOX ﬂ'SA
1 WONDER WHAT BRICK, YOU DOV

OOPS. I HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY.

DOCTOR, COULD T CREIGHTON, 1 TOLD
YOU A MILLION TIMES,
\YONE'S BUTT HAS

MY OLD ONE HAS A EVER
CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN IT!

OH YEAH,T
FORGOT.
The great thing about these “Creighton +he Cretin®

comics is Hhat with all 4he idots running around my
school, T will NEVER run out of new material.
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After Rowley left yesterday, T really got to work
on some comics. T came up with +his lmmr called

Creighton the Cretin, and T got on a roll.
CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Greg Heflley

HI, MY NO IT ISNT.
NAME IS YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. “STEWART PID."

mn
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But s not +hat easy remembering 4o keep your
fingers crossed every moment of the day. T ended
up taping mine together so ‘H\YH stay crossed
all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it
was totally worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got +he Cheese
Touch in Aprd, and robody weuld even come near
him for the rest of the year. This summer Abe
moved away +o California and +ook the Cheese
Touch with him.

T just hope someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touch up again, because T don't need that kind
of stress in my life anymore.

wrsday
T'm having a seriously hard 4ime getting used
4o +he fact +hat summer is over and T have +o
get ovt of bed every morning 4o go 4o school.

My surmer did rot exactly get off 1o a great
start, thanks 4o my older brother Rodrick.
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Man, T should have known there was a catch
when Mom gave me that costume.

T +old Mom there was no WAY we were taking
Manny with us, because we were going +o hit 152
houses in three hours. And plus, we were going
o be on Snake Road, which is way o0 dangerous
for a litHe kid lke Manny.

T should never have mentioned that last part,
because the next thing T knew, Mom was +elling
Dad he had 4o go along with us +o make sure we
didn't step foot outside our neighborhood. Dad
tried o squirm out of it, but once Mom makes vp

her mind, there’s no way you can change it.
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She cut ot a big hole in +he front of the helmet
50 he cod see better, and covered him up in all
his reflective tape. She made him wear his winter
cout underneath everything, and she replaced his
sword with a glow stick.

T grabbed my pilowcase, and me and Rowley
started o head out. But Mom stopped us before
we could get out the door.
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Before we even got out of our own driveway, we
ran into our neighbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid
Jeremy. So of course THEY tagged along with us.

Manny and Jeremy wouldn't rick-or-treat at an
houses with spooky decorations on them, so that
ruled out prety ruch every house on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started talking abovt
football or something, and every time one of them
wanted to make a point, ﬂ\ey‘.i stop walking.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were hitting only about one house every
Hwerty mnues.
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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK
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His knight outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

sy,

Thve never had a store-bought costume before.
T st haven't figured ovt what T'm gonna go as
Horortow night, so Tl probably just +hrow
something together at the last mnute. T figure
raybe Tl bring back the Tolet Paper Mummy again.

But T think it's supposed o rain tomorrow
night, so that might not be the smartest choice.

62





index-71_1.png
Halloween

About an hour before we were supposed to start
trick-or-treating, T stil didnt have a costume.
At that point T was seriously +hinking about
going a5 a cowboy for the second year in a row.

But then Mom knocked at my door and handed
me a pirate costume, with an eye patch and a

ook and everything.

Rouley showed up around 6:30 wearing his
knight costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING
like it looked yesterday.

Rmr'ty‘s mom made all these Su{ny improvements
o it and you couldn't even tell what he was
supposed 4o be anyrore.
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Tn #he past few years, the grown-ups in my
neighborhood have been getting eranky about

lame costumes, and T'm starting to think it's
actually having an effect on the amount of candy
Tim bringing in.

But T don't really have time 4o put together o
good costume, because T'm in charge of planning
out the best route for me and Row1e7 o take
omorrow night.

This year The come up with a plan that'll get us
at least wice the candy we scored last year.
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T ried 4o show Rowley's dad our original plan
o prove Hhat we really were running a legitimate
aperation, but he st ddnt seem convinced.

o

And 4o make a long story short, that was the
end of our haunted house.

The good news is, since Rowley's dad didn't
believe us, he didn't make us refund Shane's
roney. So at least we cleared two bucks Hoday.

59





index-68_1.png
T did my best 4o keep up with what was going on
on the screen, but 4o be honest with you, Tim
rot sure if Rowley was getting the full effect.

jutsdng

Well, Rouley's grounding is finally over, and just
in time for Halloween, +oo. T went up to Kis
house 4o check out his costume, and T have +o
admit, Tm a little jealous.

Rowley's Mo got him this knight costume that's
WAY cooler than his costume from last year-
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Sunda

Rowley ended vp getting grounded for that whole
haunted house mess yesterday. He's not allowed +o
watch TV for a week, AND he’s not allowed +o
have me over at his house during that ime.

That last part really isn’t fair, because that’s
punishing e, and T didn't even do anything
wrong. And now where am T supposed 4o play
y video games?

Anyway, T felt kind of bad for Rowley. So
fonight, T ried +o make it up o him T tumed
on one of Rowley's favorite TV shows, and T
did o play-by-play over +he phane 5o he could
kind of experience it Hhat way.

WOW! LOOK, AT e SIZE
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!
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